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Understanding the FEAR OF THE LORD
6/2/24 susan allen 

NOT EVEN LOVE WILL MAKE GOD COMPROMISE HIS HOLINESS 
Heb 12:28-nkjv Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. 
NT:2124 Godly fear from VINE’S: "that mingled fear and love which, combined, constitute the piety of man toward God; the OT places its emphasis on the fear, the NT... on the love, though there was love in the fear of God's saints then, as there must be fear in their love now"

IT doesn’t make us want to HIDE, but IT makes us want to be exposed to the Holy Loving God
It’s HOLY FEAR 
Ps 34:1-KJV  I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.3 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.5 They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.7 The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.8 O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.9 O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him.10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. 11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord.       

I. THE FEAR OF THE LORD… there are strange conjunctions in the Word of God which make this interpretation impossible. What an amazing companionship is to be found in these words: -- "Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice! .... The fear of the Lord" is sensitiveness towards the Lord. It is the opposite of hardness, unfeelingness, benumbment. The soul that fears God is like a sensitive plate exposed to the light, and it records the faintest ray. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Sensitiveness towards God is the beginning of wisdom. Sensitiveness in music is the beginning of musical ability; sensitiveness in art is the beginning of artistic competence. Sensitiveness towards .God is the beginning of expertness in the knowledge and doings of God. This sensitiveness towards God is one of the roots of the blessed life. To thrill to His faintest breathings, to hear the still small voice, to catch the first dim light of new revelations, to be exquisitely responsive to the movements of the Father, this is the great primary rootage of a full and blessed life. This sensitiveness towards God is a gift of God. "I will put My fear in their hearts." Jer 32:40  
In order to fear the Lord we must have a real sense of His being and presence. But God can only effectually teach this. But, relying on Him, we should early wish to teach our children their dependence upon God, their responsibility to Him, the duty of prayer, the preciousness of the Scriptures, the sanctity of the Lord's Day.If the teaching of the fear of the Lord be omitted, there had better be no teaching at all. To improve the intellectual capacities without improving the heart and principles will be doing no kindness to those taught or to society at large. (from The Biblical Illustrator Copyright) 

What would it be like if I became GOD AWARE, GOD SENSITIVE,
GOD PRESENT MINDED? 

Prov 10:27 The fear of the Lord adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short. 

Prov 14:26-27 He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress,
and for his children it will be a refuge. 27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death. 

Ps 111:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise. 

Prov 15:33 The fear of the Lord teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before honor. 

Prov 16:6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of the Lord a man avoids evil. 

Prov 22:4 Humility and the fear of the Lord bring wealth and honor and life. 

Prov 19:23 The fear of the Lord leads to life: Then one rests content, untouched by trouble. 

Mal 3:16- Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name. 17 "They will be mine," says the Lord Almighty, "in the day when I make up my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not. 
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